TO THE 


2 RT RS. 


CONCERNING 


THE POOR; 


That there may not be a 
B eogar in ngland. 


the midlt of many and great Undertakings, let iot a Settle= 
meat for the Poor be forgotten, bur revive, ad, and execute 
all wholſome Lawes, and encourage all good Medhs, "to 
Supply Poor People with Labour and Relief,and ſo prevetit © ©: 
the ill Breediag, wicked Life, and bad End that many Thouſands. 
have fallen into o through Idleneſs ; ; To this End, give Order that 
the enſuing Plat-form may be fully executed: Although this 
be warrantable, yer if there be not an abſolute Neceſſity 
them ( whom it doth concern ) to Execute" theit Office; this | 
VVork may fail and come to little or nothing , notwithRari 
the Means may be ſufficient ; - butif Cattied on'as it; ought, "che 
Cure is certain, no Beggar in [fraet. 2 


* The Platform, or Way how Poor People may be Supphed ohh, 
Labowr, and K or” 

I Very Patiſh, according to/ the yarious Places apd 

ments, and as their Poor -are encreaſed,; 

Able Man, or Men, that rightly nnderfianderhi 


22 en 7% 


' T5 
« To take Notice how But Div, J and poitn. 
Childzen be in the Pariſh, and Supply them by ColleQion ; and 
alſo Help ſuch whoſe Labotr isgot fſfcien to yield them Main- 
tenancez Butif any in the Pariſh want Employment, thatare 
able to-work, ſet them to work according to the wholſome Laws 
of the Nation. | : 

II. To take the moſt Ocderly way for the manner of doing, 
accerding to the yariety of Places, and kinds of work ; If thepe 
be Twenty Perſons in a Country Village that want employment, 
then the Pariſh agree with ſome Clothier, Stuff, or Stockin- 
maker to furniſh them with ſo much V Verk: as they can do : 
So in-great Towns, and places of Cloathing , one Clothier take 
IO, another 20,being brought in by Authority ; for though there 
may be work nan 6. & yet the Idle will not come forit ; to have 
work, and want Government, is as if they wanted work ; ſome 
Pariſhes haye Means enough, and yet che Poor want V Vork, 
Food, and Government. 

So in great Cities, where is much Trading en Silk, VVooll, 
Hair, V Vinding, V Veaving, Button-making, &c, every Pariſh, 
or Diviſion, agree with ſome Trades-man, or men, to provide for 
IO or 20as aforeſaid, and ſo may riſe to Hundreds or Thouſands 
by the ſame Rule : So in Pariſhes where the Poor are much en» 
creaſed, and-haye no Trade,or where ſome great Trade is wholly 
decayed, there ſome other is to be ſought for with diſcretion : Tn 
Pariſhes where are no Poor, their Accompr is ſoon given, and 
they fit to help others : Some near Lo»doy, ſaid, They had not a 
Beggar dwelling in their Pariſh, and yet haye had 30 Travelling 


| Beggars in one week, 

I. To ſettle a Poor mans Office, Firff, Where Handy 
crafts-men- and Labourers that wane VVork, and ſuch as 
want Workmen, may enquire : Secondly, Where Boyes that 
would, or are fit to go Apprentice, may enquire of Maſters; and 
fuch as want Servants in City or Couatrey, or whom they have 
ſpoken to, may enquire : Thirdly, Where Maids that would, 
or are fit to go Apprentices, or Covenant-Servants, or ſome that 
want fuch,may-enquire ; But none to be pur to Service uatil they 
be firſt Taught to Spin, Knit, Sew, learn ſome Trade, or way of 
| livelihood ; Who elle are neither fir for Service, nor can in _ 
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? is I Boe. 
zimes do any thing for themſelves, Fowrthly, Where all. 
People that are'in diſtreſs or danger of Periſhing, may make their 


Conditions known, that Means may be ned to Supply their 4.5 


wants, - 
IV. That all Perſons whatſoever, may have free Acceſs,;and 

Acceptance without molleſtation, to give in true Information eon- 

cerning any neglect of the Poor to any ia Authority, Jultice of- 
the Peace, or any in Power, as there may be canſe; and that 

every one that neglecteth his Duty, - rettore to che Poor ſo meh” 
as they haye done them wrong ; and that Diltreſs be made if 
they refuſe to Pay preſently, 

V. Thatall Judges of Afſizes and Seffions, lay open the fad 
condition of the Poor in their Charge, and what the Law pro- 
vides, and take Accompt what is done; aud receive all true In- 
formations concerning any Neglect of the Poor, and fee the Pe- 
a2'ty juſtly executed : The Law is made for the Lawleſſe and Dif 
obedient. 

VI, That no Poor People be denied their former Liberty,nor 
fri Courſe taken againſt them, until ſome good Mears be uſed 
to Supply their wants. 

Much might be added concerning the Means how there may 
be Work enough ; how to Order things to the belt adyantage” 
in Cities, Towns and Villages; how to take a Lift, or the juft 
Numbers in great Cities, [ Out-ftreets and Alleys, Tenants, In- 
Tenants and In-mates, where may be many Periſh, many idle 
hard to be found, ard fetrled in Order ; how to encounter with 
the great Charge this my amount unto: Burt honeſt Labour and 

ood Government, may {ave the Rich from Charge, and the Poor. 
rom Hunger, And to ſpeak to Particulars, may be more ſeaſoh- 
able when this work is come iato praiſe ; and more ſutable to 
the divers Places, Perſons, and various kinds of Trading : If any 
ObjeR the Trouble : To haye ſuch Multitudes of Beggars in this 
fruirful Kingdom., Is not that trouble ? To-hear chem cry and 
not give, is not that trouble ? To hear their cry, and give, is 
crouble alſo z not knewiag whether it doth or harm 3 . But. 


if every Patiſh keep to their own, the Condition of the, Poor«., 


may be known : I have Conſidered of Cities, Towns. and Vile, 
lages,but no Place haye I found where this Plat-form may norhe 
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ſuteable , with lirle or no alteration; alchough' ir beſhore;, fe 
concludes enough to effe& the wotk, and with lirttecouble-or 

charge in compariſon - of ſome. Propoſals cancerning'the Poor; 

and Feing fairhfully executed , there may, not be-a Beggar in” 

England, which: is tbe. defire and- hope of one thatthath no 

intention of eyil to any, but witheth the good of all, who;havine 

been many years exerciſed among the Poor , and much defired 
their good, and through long Experience have ſeen the ground of 
their-Miſery, the.calinefſe of the Remedy, and the benefic. 

T. L. 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


Hi Work of Charity doth not concern Parliament men, and 
Officers for the Poor onlj, but all ather in Authority to ex« 
erciſe their Power in their Reſp:five Places for the General good: 
And all not in authority alſo, Rich men to encourage it every way, 
being beſt able ; and the Middle Sort do their endeavonr, leſt 
they like ſmall Iron Creeppers in a Chimney, who bear the bur 
den and heat of the Fire, until they be waſted to Sinders ; and 
the Poor to avoid Taleneſs, which oftentimes the Cauſe of Beg« 
ging ; and hearken to the Connſel of the Wiſe man, Eccleſiaſti- 
cus 40. My Son,lead not a Beggars life, for better it ts to die then. 
to beg, verſe 28. The-life of him that dependeth on another 
mans Table, i not tobe accounted alife, verſe 29, Begging is 
ſweet im the cMonth of the (hameleſs, but in their Belly there 
Burns a fire, verſe 30. That this Plat-form, or ſome other, may 
be put in Prattice when the D ages lengthen 1s likely, becauſe of 
the Neceſſity, aud cannot ſafely with Lood Conſcience be-wholl 
omitted : But that all joyn in the Execution there lieth'the tre *% 
rany good Things have been began, but men being ſelfiſh, care- 
leſs and nnconſtant; the Work, hath failed : T have in ſome mea- 
ſtrere unloaded my own Conſcience im this thing, and laid it before 
#thers that all might be clear from the C of the Poor; But he that 
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Popperh bis E ars at the Cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall & and net 
be- eard, T. 
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- -», \ Eondpn, Printed for Robert Wilſon, at.the Black:ſpread- 


- *. Zagle and Windmill, in-Mertins Le Grand, 1660. 
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